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Superintendent Message
We are mid-way through one of the most challenging school years in history. Across the globe,
students have suffered a loss of traditional school and life experiences. Educators have been forced to
embrace a new way of teaching. And families have shouldered the tremendous responsibility for

Upcoming Dates:

Feb. 9: Grades 4-6 return to in-person (Hybrid A)
Feb. 10: Grades 4-6 return to in-person (Hybrid B)
Feb. 12: No School, Mid-Winter Break
Feb. 15: No School, Presidents’ Day
Feb. 16: Grades 7-9 return (including EJH 6th Grade)
Feb. 22: K-1 begin 5-days per week schedule
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student learning in the home.

However challenging, I would like to think that our experiences this year
bring opportunities for change and improvement. Remote learning has
offered us all a chance to rethink school in the digital age and how we
engage in the educational process. For this I am thankful.

During this time, I am reminded of the 1993 time-loop movie Groundhog
Day with Bill Murray. Some of us recall the main character, the cynical
Phil Conners, waking up each day to a repeat of the previous day. The
term "Groundhog Day" became part of the English lexicon as a means to
describe a monotonous, unpleasant, and repetitive situation. In this movie, Phil Conners displays an
array of comedic and crazy approaches to each day. Phil is forced to learn over and over that the way
in which he responds changes the relationship he has with others. In the end, it is he who is changed
for the better.

Of course, the seriousness of the pandemic is nothing like this movie, but I believe we have changed for
the better. We aim to resume normalcy as we slowly return students back to in-person learning
through the efforts of consistent mask wearing, social distancing, and vaccine distribution. Thank you
for keeping yourself and those around you healthy and safe. It’s these collective efforts of respect and
kindness that can gradually change the world, one Groundhog Day at a time.

Reopening Update
On Jan. 26 we welcomed the return of 2nd and 3rd grade students
throughout our 22 elementary schools who have chosen the hybrid
schedule. Districtwide, we have about 26% of our student population
back on campus.

We are excited to continue moving forward and welcome students in
grades 4-6 to campus next week. Students assigned to the Hybrid A schedule will begin Feb. 9,
students assigned to the Hybrid B schedule will begin Feb. 10. All students on campus will follow
building bell schedules for school start and dismissal times.

Parents are reminded to complete the daily health screen form and make sure their child comes to
school with a face mask, District-issued device, lunch and labeled water bottle.

Free Rapid COVID-19 Testing for High
School Athletes
Beginning Feb. 8, free COVID-19 rapid testing will be available for
student athletes who are cleared for fall sports at Puyallup School
District high schools. Tests are available to asymptomatic (symptom-
free) student-athletes as a countermeasure for disease transmission as
PSD Athletics return to sports.

The test is voluntary and is available for cleared student athletes only. Athletes must be symptom-free
and have no known recent exposure to COVID-19. A non-invasive swab provides results within 15
minutes. A positive result will require immediate isolation.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wxr-bQKbDmg
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=4095165
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Student athletes wanting to participate are to contact their resident high school for appointment
times and waiver information.

Voluntary Rapid Testing is an additional countermeasure for disease transmission as we return to
school and sports.

Bus Information
Our buses provide a safe, convenient way for children to get to and from
school. Health and safety protocols that mitigate disease transmission
include:

Social distancing: One rider per seat unless siblings or in the same
class
Face masks required and hand sanitizer wipes available
Similar to an airplane, riders board back to front and exit front to back
Windows remain slightly open to promote circulation
Buses are sanitized in between each run
Disinfectant spray down nightly

Link here to �nd your child’s bus stop information.

News from the Department of Health
As of Feb. 3, with a 6-day lag, our 14-day case rate is 341.5 per 100,000
residents in Pierce County. Recent data suggest our case rate is
continuing to stabilize and starting to decline. Pierce County is currently
in the moderate disease activity level (between 50 and 350), according to
the state metrics for in-person learning. Recent preliminary evidence
suggests the rate will not increase and will stay within the moderate
disease activity level for the near future. However, this is dependent on people’s actions to limit the
spread of COVID-19.

State guidance and lessons from the county school testing pilot give us hope that we can bring
students back for in-person learning in a safe environment. Read more in Your Reliable Source blog.

Varsity Letter in Volunteer Service
Congratulations to 68 students who have earned a Varsity Letter in Volunteer Service amidst a
pandemic.

Statewide School Reopening Data Dashboard
OSPI recently launched a School Reopening Data Dashboard and is among the top three most visted
pages on the OSPI website. This collection of statewide reopening data provides reopening status
information by grade level and student group, in addition to the percentage of students learning in-
person on an average day.

http://www.infofinderi.com/ifi/?cid=PSD2PH9DQFZB
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMTAyMDQuMzQ2MzM4MjEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3d3dy50cGNoZC5vcmcvSG9tZS9Db21wb25lbnRzL0Jsb2cvQmxvZy8zMTkwOS8zMzMifQ.Ade6G75FEhUfkPGQquBAdICYS2u9tR-e6Pt4NMShVaY%2Fs%2F1204645492%2Fbr%2F97093666013-l&data=04%7C01%7Cgillisl%40puyallup.k12.wa.us%7C5af92f86ed0b41f4ca8008d8c949bfaa%7C80ec61def2fb4f10bf15ffd799808574%7C0%7C0%7C637480665871800795%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C1000&sdata=3elRf5wBao%2FDXwyOgK1CyW8aOe4FnAWxJbsC1dc%2FA5k%3D&reserved=0
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/varsity_letter_in_volunteer_service_awards
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This year marks the 5th year of students being able to earn a varsity
letter in community service. What began in the 2016-17 school year, has
now turned into tradition here in Puyallup. Our students and schools
recognize the importance of giving back and modeling a ‘service above
self’ life. Two times a year we honor students who have earned a varsity
letter in volunteer service.

Students in grades 7 through 12 are eligible for this program and they must complete at least 150
hours of community service. This year that requirement was been adjusted to 75 hours. Students are
then required to document volunteer experiences through pictures and video, and submit a 250 to
500-word re�ection essay on how their service has made an impact on their life and community.
Students can receive a varsity letter for every 150 volunteer hours accumulated, up to a maximum of 2
letters in Volunteer Service per year.

Read more …

Black History Month
Yearlong, Puyallup schools weave Black History within their classes by
teaching about Black life, history, and culture. This month is no different
as we celebrate those who have had a direct in�uence on anti-racist
behavior.

Black History Month is a national observance and this year’s theme is
centered around Black Families-Representation, Identity, and Diversity.

Link to teaching resources used within our schools.

Virtual College Fairs
Sophomores and juniors are invited to attend a series of free virtual
college fairs to help connect them with hundreds of colleges, admissions
o�cers, and current college students.

Hosted by CollegeBoard to support college planning, each of the ‘BigFuture Days’ features colleges
from different geographical regions. Students are invited to register and attend any or all virtual
events.

Feb. 6: West and Southwest Regions
Feb. 23: Southeast Region
Mar. 7: Northeast Region
Mar. 11: Midwest Region

The events provide students access to connect directly with colleges they are most interested in.
Parent/guardians are encouraged to join along with their student. While the event is targeted for high
school sophomores and juniors, students in other grades are also welcome. Registration is required.

https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/varsity_letter_in_volunteer_service_awards
https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/news/what_s_new/black_history_month
https://pages.collegeboard.org/big-future-days
https://pages.collegeboard.org/big-future-days
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TeacherS of the Year
We are proud to announce that every teacher in the District is chosen as
Puyallup’s 2020-21 Teacher of the Year. This year is the perfect
opportunity to acknowledge all teachers for their tremendous effort
from the closure last year to reopening. Our month-long focus will be a
tribute honoring the work of our teachers.

Thank you, Puyallup School District teachers, for rising to the challenges of the past year. You are
touching lives and making the world a better place.

Do you have an exceptional teacher-of-the-year story to share? Email Communications!

Enjoy this 2-minute video giving you a glimpse into the difference teachers make in the lives of
students every day.

Writing and Art Contest: Submit Entries by
Feb. 28
Students in grades 7-12 have an opportunity to have their work
published and win cash prizes in the Pierce County Library Systems “Our
Own Expressions” writing and art contest.

Students can submit entries in the following categories: poetry, short story, photography, and drawing.
Entries can be submitted online or mailed to the Pierce County Library.

The Library System will announce the winning entries in a special publication and distribute copies
throughout Pierce County Libraries and to the winning students’ schools. The Pierce County Library
Foundation will award cash prizes of $50 to $100 to winners in three age groups: seventh and eighth
grade, ninth and 10th grade, and 11th and 12th grade in all four categories.

Athletic Update
High School athletics is moving forward with football practice in full swing. Additional fall sports
starting in February include boys and girls cross country, boys and girls golf, girls soccer, girls swim
and dive, and volleyball. Seasons will be six weeks long with competition between league schools only.

PSD Land Acquisition
Puyallup School District is in the �nal phases of a 43-acre land acquisition adjacent to Hunt
Elementary as part of the long-term planning in the District Capital Facilities Plan. The District
purchased the land from the City of Tacoma and the School Board approved the purchase in July
2020.

Long-term plans include a voter funding initiative to support the construction of a new junior high
school as the South Hill East Region continues to grow. The land purchase was used with existing
capital project funds.

mailto:communications@puyallup.k12.wa.us
https://youtu.be/rwFd6Wkc7Dg
https://www.piercecountylibrary.org/kids-teens/teens/expressions/Default.htm
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https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/departments/operations/capital_projects/facilities_planning/capital_facilities_plan


See the Athletic Newsroom for more information.

Career and Technical Education (CTE)
Month
Nationally, February is the time of year Career and Technical Education is
highlighted in schools supporting college and career readiness for
students through real world, real life skills. Through hands-on
experience, certi�cation, or apprenticeship opportunities, CTE courses
prepare students for the next step after graduation.

As a part of Career and Technical Education month, a CTE teacher of the year is recognized based on
nominations from the CTE department members and secondary building administrators.

Congratulations Puyallup School District CTE Teacher of the Year, Dr. Cassie Mueller, for her ongoing
efforts to provide exceptional support for students, colleagues, and the community. She will be
honored at the Puyallup School Board meeting on Feb. 16.

School Board Highlights: Feb. 1
Reports:
Secondary Education Hybrid Implementation Update

District Highlights:
Returning Students in Grades 2-3 to In-Person Learning
Varsity Letter for Volunteer Service Award Recipients
2020-21 TeacherS of the Year

Upcoming Meetings (virtual)
Board Meeting: Feb. 16 at 6 p.m.
Agenda and meeting access information will be posted 24-hours in advance.

Puyallup School District does not discriminate in any programs or activities on the basis of sex, race,
creed, religion, color, national origin, age, veteran or military status, sexual orientation, gender

expression or identity, disability, or the use of a trained dog guide or service animal and provides equal
access to the Boy Scouts and other designated youth groups.

Non-Discrimination Statement

https://www.puyallup.k12.wa.us/cms/One.aspx?portalId=141151&pageId=8079536&action=view
https://youtu.be/en-HiSy-Iao
https://go.boarddocs.com/wa/psd/Board.nsf/files/BXNM2N58CF06/$file/2.1.2021%20Secondary%20Hybrid%20Implementation%20Update.pdf
https://puyallupsd.ss11.sharpschool.com/cms/one.aspx?portalid=141151&pageid=145155
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